MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES

The number of marriages in New Jersey in 2001 was up 10.6 percent over 2000, while the number of
divorces increased 11.4 percent (Table MD1 and Figure MD1). Median ages of first-time brides and
grooms decreased slightly, while the median age of all brides remained unchanged and the median age
of all grooms rose marginally from 2000 (Table MD2 and Figure MD2). The percentage of first-time
brides and grooms who were under 20 years of age rose substantially from 2000 (Table MD3 and Figure
MD3). In 62.8 percent of marriages, the bride was younger than the groom. The bride was older in 26.3
percent and the same age in 10.9 percent of marriages (Table MD5). The percentage of brides who had
never been married before continued to decrease somewhat, while the percentage of grooms never
married before rose slightly (Table MD6). September and April were the most popular months for
marriages in 2001. More than 11 percent of marriages occurred in each of those two months while 4.3
percent occurred in January (Table MD8).

TABLE MD1. MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES
NEW JERSEY, 1991-2001

MARRIAGES DIVORCES
YEAR NUMBER RATE NUMBER RATE
1991 55,832 7.2 25,686 3.3
1992 55,321 7.1 25,405 3.2
1993 53,505 6.8 24,784 3.2
1994 52,797 6.7 23,899 3.0
1995 52,208 6.6 24,293 3.1
1996 51,811 6.5 25,048 3.1
1997 55,467 6.9 25,537 3.2
1998 47,812 5.9 25,295 3.1
1999 49,421 6.1 25,181 3.1
2000 49,302 5.9 25,576 3.0
2001 54,536 6.4 28,495 3.4

Rates are computed per 1,000 population.

FIGURE MD1. MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE RATES
NEW JERSEY, 1991-2001
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TABLE MD2. MEDIAN AGE AT MARRIAGE
NEW JERSEY, 1991-2001

YEAR ALL BRIDES ALL GROOMS FIRST-TIME BRIDES FIRST-TIME GROOMS
1991 27.6 29.4 26.0 27.6
1992 27.9 29.8 26.3 27.9
1993 28.1 29.9 26.4 28.0
1994 28.4 30.2 26.6 28.2
1995 28.5 30.4 26.7 28.3
1996 28.8 30.7 27.0 28.5
1997 29.0 31.0 27.1 28.8
1998 29.0 31.0 27.3 28.8
1999 29.4 31.3 27.6 29.1
2000 29.6 315 27.6 29.3
2001 29.6 31.6 27.4 29.2
FIGURE MD2. MEDIAN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
NEW JERSEY, 1991-2001
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TABLE MD3. FIRST-TIME BRIDES AND GROOMS BY AGE
NEW JERSEY, 1991-2001

BRIDES GROOMS
YEAR | PERCENT UNDER 25 PERCENT UNDER 20 | PERCENT UNDER 25 PERCENT UNDER 20
1991 40.1 5.4 25.7 2.0
1992 37.9 4.9 23.6 1.7
1993 36.5 4.7 22.7 15
1994 34.4 4.5 22.0 15
1995 33.3 4.6 21.0 15
1996 31.2 4.5 19.7 15
1997 31.0 5.1 19.5 1.7
1998 29.5 4.3 18.3 15
1999 28.9 4.4 17.8 14
2000 28.6 4.1 17.8 1.4
2001 30.5 5.0 19.2 1.7

FIGURE MD3. FIRST-TIME BRIDES AND GROOMS
UNDER 25 AND UNDER 20 YEARS OF AGE
NEW JERSEY, 1991-2001

45

40

BRIDES UNDER 25
35

30

25 \

20

GROOMS UNDER 25

15

10
BRIDES UNDER 20

PERCENT OF FIRST-TIME BRIDES AND GROOMS

GROOMS UNDER 20

1991 1996 2001




TABLE MD4. MARRIAGES BY AGE OF BRIDE AND AGE OF GROOM
NEW JERSEY, 2001

AGE OF GROOM

NOT

STATE
AGE OF BRIDE TOTAL | 15-19 [ 20-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 35-39 | 40-44 | 45-49 | 50-54 | 55-59 | 60-64 65+ D
15-19 1,983 367 | 1,095 351 118 38 10 2 2 0 0 0 0
20-24 10,436 239 | 4,152 | 4,126 | 1,270 420 143 54 17 9 1 4 1
25-29 16,004 50| 1,257 | 8,118 | 4,497 1,432 431 141 58 15 3 2 0
30-34 10,084 10 307 1,811| 4,166 | 2,361 924 325 118 41 13 8 0
35-39 6,254 1 115 460 | 1,258 | 2,056 1,350 597 271 83 43 20 0
40-44 4,089 0 34 151 415 786 | 1,153 828 427 190 65 40 0
45-49 2,593 0 9 47 142 275 463 692 515 273 107 70 0
50-54 1,581 0 2 21 38 79 167 247 432 301 165 129 0
55-59 768 0 0 5 9 15 36 68 120 211 164 140 0
60-64 325 0 0 3 1 3 7 15 22 57 84 133 0
65+ 419 0 1 0 0 1 2 2 18 20 31 344 0
TOTAL 54,536 667 | 6,972| 15,093 | 11914 | 7,466 | 4,686| 2,971| 2,000| 1,200 676 890 1




TABLE MD5

. MARRIAGES BY DIFFERENCE IN AGES OF BRIDE AND GROOM

NEW JERSEY, 2001

ALL MARRIAGES FIRST MARRIAGES* NOT FIRST MARRIAGES

BRIDE IS ... THAN GROOM NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER PERCENT
30+ YEARS OLDER 5 0.0 0 0.0 5 0.0
25-29 YEARS OLDER 29 0.1 4 0.0 25 0.1
20-24 YEARS OLDER 88 0.2 11 0.0 77 0.4
15-19 YEARS OLDER 307 0.6 74 0.2 233 1.1
10-14 YEARS OLDER 1,051 1.9 320 1.0 731 3.4
5-9 YEARS OLDER 3,445 6.3 1,392 4.2 2,053 9.5
1-4 YEARS OLDER 9,409 17.3 6,009 18.2 3,400 15.8
SAME AGE 5,935 10.9 4,492 13.6 1,443 6.7
1-4 YEARS YOUNGER 18,827 34.5 13,613 41.2 5,214 24.2
5-9 YEARS YOUNGER 9,832 18.0 5,361 16.2 4,471 20.8
10-14 YEARS YOUNGER 3,633 6.7 1,311 4.0 2,322 10.8
15-19 YEARS YOUNGER 1,273 2.3 294 0.9 979 4.5
20-24 YEARS YOUNGER 460 0.8 91 0.3 369 1.7
25-29 YEARS YOUNGER 161 0.3 25 0.1 136 0.6
30+ YEARS YOUNGER 80 0.1 11 0.0 69 0.3
GROOM'S AGE UNKNOWN 1 0.0 1 0.0 0 0.0
TOTAL 54,536 100.0 33,009 100.0 21,527 100.0

* First marriage for both the bride and the groom. If either married before, in "not first marriages" column.




TABLE MD6. MARRIAGES BY PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS

NEW JERSEY, 1991-2001

BRIDES GROOMS
PERCENT PERCENT
NUMBER OF NEVER PERCENT PERCENT NEVER PERCENT ~ PERCENT
YEAR MARRIAGES| MARRIED __ WIDOWED __ DIVORCED MARRIED __ WIDOWED _DIVORCED
1991 55,832 753 2.5 22.3 74.2 2.6 232
1992 55,321 74.3 2.5 233 735 2.5 24.0
1993 53,505 74.0 2.4 23.6 732 2.4 24.4
1994 52,797 74.0 2.3 237 732 2.4 24.4
1995 52,208 74.3 2.4 233 73.4 2.3 24.3
1996 51,811 74.3 2.3 235 732 2.4 24.5
1997 55,467 73.6 2.3 24.1 73.0 2.3 24.6
1998 47,812 74.0 2.3 237 72.8 2.5 24.7
1999 49,421 74.0 2.4 23.6 72.7 2.5 24.8
2000 49,302 73.1 2.3 24.5 71.8 2.4 25.8
2001 54,536 72.8 2.2 24.9 72.0 2.1 25.9
TABLE MD7. PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS OF BRIDE AND OF GROOM
NEW JERSEY, 2001
PREVIOUS MARITAL PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS OF GROOM
STATUS OF BRIDE TOTAL NEVER MARRIED WIDOWED DIVORCED NOT STATED
NEVER MARRIED 39,719 33,009 252 6,453 5
WIDOWED 1,212 323 374 515 0
DIVORCED 13,600 5,905 533 7,162 0
NOT STATED 5 2 0 1 2
TOTAL 54,536 39,239 1,159 14,131 7




TABLE MD8. MARRIAGES BY COUNTY AND MONTH OF OCCURRENCE
NEW JERSEY, 2001

COUNTY TOTAL JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OoCT NOV DEC
ATLANTIC 2,127 90 119 170 272 169 220 171 200 246 190 158 122
BERGEN 5,237 230 335 468 592 429 508 438 473 592 517 352 303
BURLINGTON 2,267 101 87 156 173 221 265 219 190 273 257 161 164
CAMDEN 2,874 127 159 211 256 291 349 262 252 343 287 179 158
CAPE MAY 1,080 24 28 41 86 111 138 89 104 198 140 66 55
CUMBERLAND 913 38 65 78 87 88 93 77 101 89 82 52 63
ESSEX 5,036 219 304 415 567 453 507 465 474 539 456 338 299
GLOUCESTER 1,351 37 56 89 93 138 162 120 117 166 166 124 83
HUDSON 5,205 322 470 611 840 373 412 333 435 405 383 312 309
HUNTERDON 654 23 22 35 48 69 98 36 67 101 75 45 35
MERCER 2,071 99 112 162 219 185 254 159 179 238 231 117 116
MIDDLESEX 4,547 215 290 419 513 384 453 364 445 449 433 332 250
MONMOUTH 3,988 135 145 240 316 389 501 366 425 542 457 276 196
MORRIS 3,087 88 141 253 306 270 366 260 304 413 301 201 184
OCEAN 2,800 101 142 200 261 246 326 224 258 387 326 179 150
PASSAIC 3,728 184 238 352 491 289 340 290 366 348 343 252 235
SALEM 381 7 19 21 29 39 61 40 34 46 35 24 26
SOMERSET 1,838 80 98 151 211 175 194 151 173 208 181 125 91
SUSSEX 814 24 30 35 52 74 115 78 85 116 119 39 a7
UNION 4,019 190 257 389 564 287 345 321 384 398 321 278 285
WARREN 505 19 31 32 50 68 75 28 50 52 47 25 28
MILITARY 14 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 5 3 2 0
TOTAL 54,536 2,353 3,149 4,528 6,027 4,748 5,783 4,491 5,117 6,154 5,350 3,637 3,199




TABLE MD9. MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES BY COUNTY OF OCCURRENCE

NEW JERSEY, 2001

COUNTY MARRIAGES MARRIAGE RATE DIVORCES DIVORCE RATE
ATLANTIC 2,127 8.3 1,136 4.4
BERGEN 5,237 59 2,815 3.2
BURLINGTON 2,267 5.2 1,577 3.6
CAMDEN 2,874 5.6 1,594 3.1
CAPE MAY 1,080 10.6 340 3.3
CUMBERLAND 913 6.2 461 3.2
ESSEX 5,036 6.3 2,672 3.4
GLOUCESTER 1,351 5.2 810 3.1
HUDSON 5,205 8.6 2,542 4.2
HUNTERDON 654 5.2 304 2.4
MERCER 2,071 59 950 2.7
MIDDLESEX 4,547 6.0 2,585 3.4
MONMOUTH 3,988 6.4 1,951 3.1
MORRIS 3,087 6.5 1,424 3.0
OCEAN 2,800 53 1,548 2.9
PASSAIC 3,728 7.6 2,065 4.2
SALEM 381 59 210 3.3
SOMERSET 1,838 6.1 978 3.2
SUSSEX 814 5.5 530 3.6
UNION 4,019 7.7 1,689 3.2
WARREN 505 4.8 314 3.0
MILITARY 14 N/A 0 N/A
TOTAL 54,536 6.4 28,495 3.4

Rates are computed per 1,000 resident population.
Divorce figures include divorces, annulments, and separate maintenance actions.




